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Notes for Members - Declarations of Interest: 
 

If a Member is aware they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest* in an item of business, they 
must declare its existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent and 
must leave the room without participating in discussion of the item.  
 

If a Member is aware they have a Personal Interest** in an item of business, they must declare its 
existence and nature at the start of the meeting or when it becomes apparent. 
 

If the Personal Interest is also significant enough to affect your judgement of a public interest and 
either it affects a financial position or relates to a regulatory matter then after disclosing the 
interest to the meeting the Member must leave the room without participating in discussion of the 
item, except that they may first make representations, answer questions or give evidence relating 
to the matter, provided that the public are allowed to attend the meeting for those purposes. 
 
*Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
(a)  Employment, etc. - Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried on for 

profit gain. 
(b)  Sponsorship - Any payment or other financial benefit in respect of expenses in carrying 

out duties as a member, or of election; including from a trade union.  
(c)  Contracts - Any current contract for goods, services or works, between the Councillors or 

their partner (or a body in which one has a beneficial interest) and the council. 
(d)  Land - Any beneficial interest in land which is within the council’s area. 
(e) Licences- Any licence to occupy land in the council’s area for a month or longer. 
(f)  Corporate tenancies - Any tenancy between the council and a body in which the 

Councillor or their partner have a beneficial interest. 
(g)  Securities - Any beneficial interest in securities of a body which has a place of business or 

land in the council’s area, if the total nominal value of the securities exceeds £25,000 or 
one hundredth of the total issued share capital of that body or of any one class of its issued 
share capital. 

 

**Personal Interests: 
The business relates to or affects: 
(a) Anybody of which you are a member or in a position of general control or management, and: 

 To which you are appointed by the council; 

 which exercises functions of a public nature; 

 which is directed is to charitable purposes; 

 whose principal purposes include the influence of public opinion or policy (including a 
political party of trade union). 

(b) The interests a of a person from whom you have received gifts or hospitality of at least £50 as 
a member in the municipal year;  

or 
A decision in relation to that business might reasonably be regarded as affecting the well-being or 
financial position of: 

 You yourself; 

 a member of your family or your friend or any person with whom you have a close 
association or any person or body who is the subject of a registrable personal interest.  
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Agenda 
 
Introductions, if appropriate. 
 
 

Item Page 
 

1 Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members  
 

 

2 Declarations of Interests  
 

 

 Members are invited to declare at this stage of the meeting, the nature 
and existence of any relevant disclosable pecuniary or personal interests 
in the items on this agenda and to specify the item(s) to which they relate. 
 

 

3 Application for New Premises Licence by Mr Joseph Finn for the 
premises known as The Field, 249 Neasden Lane, NW10 1QG, 
pursuant to the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003  

 

1 - 18 

 
Date of the next meeting:  Date Not Specified 
 

 Please remember to SWITCH OFF your mobile phone during the meeting. 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 
 

Application for New Premises Licence 
 
 
1. The Application 
 

Name of Applicant: Mr Joseph Finn 

  

Name & Address of Premises: The Field, 249 Neasden Lane, NW10 1QG 

  

Applicants Agent: Saunders Solicitors Ltd –  Mr Callum Haddow 

  

 
 
The application is for a new premises licence: 
  
1 For the sale of alcohol and regulated entertainment from 10.00am to midnight Sunday to 

Wednesday, 1.00am Thursday and 2.00am Friday & Saturday.  The premises wish to remain 
open from 10.00am to 00:30 Sunday to Wednesday, 1.30am Thursday and 2.30am Friday & 
Saturday. 
 

2. Background 
 

None 
 
 

3. Promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
 
 See page 3 & 4 of the application 
 
 
4. Relevant Representations 
  
 Representations are received from the Police and Licensing Officers.  
 
5. Interested Parties 
 
 None 
 
 
6. Policy Considerations 
 
 Policy 1 – Process for Applications 
  

Conditions on the licence, additional to those voluntarily sought/agreed by the applicant, 
may be considered.  Conditions will focus on matters which are within the control of 
individual licensee and which relate to the premises or areas being used for licensable 
activities, the potential impact of the resulting activities in the vicinity. If situations arise 
where the licensing objectives may be undermined but cannot be dealt with by the use 
of appropriate conditions the Licensing Authority will consider whether it is appropriate for a 
licence to be granted or continue to operate. 
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7. Determination of the Application 
 

Members can take the following steps when determining a new premises licence 
application: 
 

 grant the licence; 

 exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to which the 
application relates; 

 refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor; 

 reject the application 
 

 
8. Associated Papers 
       
 A. Application Form & Plan  
 B.  Licensing Representation  

C. Police Representation  
D. OS Map 
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EMAIL  

WEB 

Brent Civic Centre 

Engineers Way 

Wembley 

Middlesex HA9 0FJ 

Esther.chan@brent.gov.uk 

www.brent.gov.uk 

 

Mr Callum Haddow 
Saunders Solicitors Ltd 
6 Snow Hill 
EC1A 2AY 
 
1st June 2022 
 

Reference: 24726 
 
Dear Mr Haddow,  
 
Re: Licensing Representation to the Application for the New Premises Licence at The 
Field Bar Neasden, 249 Neasden Lane, NW10 1QG 
 
I certify that I have considered the above new application and I wish to make representations. 

Officer: Esther Chan – Licensing Inspector 

An officer of the Licensing Authority, in whose area the premises are situated, who is authroised 
for the purposes of exercising its statutory function as a ‘Responsible Authority’ under the 
Licensing Act 2003. 

The application has been made for a new premises licence under section 17 of the Act. 

The Licensing Authority representations are primarily concerned with the four licensing 
objectives; 

 the prevention of crime and disorder;  
 public safety;  
 the prevention of public nuisance; and  
 the protection of children from harm. 

Background 
 
Neasden town centre consists of a medium sized parade of shops that run along Neasden Lane 
which is just off the North Circular Road. The town centre is in an area of medium to high levels 
of deprivation. Neasden Town Centre is a hotspot for alcohol flagged calls to the Police and 
attracts anti social behaviour ranging from street drinking to drug dealing. 
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The Field, formally known as Sal’s Bar has been trading as a public house for a number of 
years. The premise licence has been revoked on three occasions instigated by reviews of the 
premise licence from responsible authorities in 2017, 2018 and 2021 for undermining the 
licensing objectivies connected to public safety, crime and disorder.  
 
Consultation Meeting 
 
On Monday 30th May 2022 at 11:00hours, I conducted a visit with my colleague, Licensing Officer, 
John McGann to meet the applicant at the premises to discuss the application for a new premise 
licence in name of Joseph Finn. 
 
Upon entry, I discovered that the name on the blue public notice revealed a different name to 
what was on the application form, which stated ‘Patrick Joseph Finn’.  
 

 
 
At the time of my meeting I asked Mr Finn to confirm his full name, which he stated ‘Patrick Joseph 
Finn’ and presented his Irish Driving Licence as proof of identity. It was pointed out to Mr Finn, 
that the name of the application form did not have his full name, which would affect the application 
process. 
 
Mr Finn was asked the following questions about the application: 
 

1. Esther Chan - Did you complete the application? 
Mr Finn: My agent completed the application  
 

2. Esther Chan - Who is your agent? 
Checks Phone 
Mr Finn: Callum Haddow from Saunders. 
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3. Esther Chan - Have you seen the application and happy with the content? 
Mr Finn: Yes, I am happy with the content.  

 
4. Esther Chan - What do you know about of the pub? 

Mr Finn: 
- History – I lived in Neasden from 2013 to 2018. The Pub was called Sals Bar. I visited 

the pub as a patron occasionally.  
- Reviews – I am not aware of any reviews of the premises licence.  

 
5. Esther Chan - Do you know Tim Sheahan? 

Mr Finn: Yes, he had Greenes pub, I am aware of him.  
 

6. Esther Chan - Have you had any engagement with the previous licensee Mark 
Counihan? 
Mr Finn: No. 

 
7. Esther Chan - How did you find out the premises was for sale? 

Mr Finn: I heard it through a conversation with the landlord. 
 

8. Esther Chan - How much did you pay? 
Mr Finn: £16k. 

 
9. Esther Chan - Have you signed the lease? 

Mr Finn: Yes 
 

10. Esther Chan - What is the length on the lease? 
Mr Finn: Two years. The lease is in my name only. I have an Opt Out Clause. I can give 
the premise back to the landlord.  

 
11. Esther Chan - Have you got the keys? 

Mr Finn: Yes. 
 

12. Esther Chan - Who is paying the business rates? 
Mr Finn: No. I will not pay until I have premise licence.  
 

13. Esther Chan -  Do you have experience running pubs? 
Mr Finn: I run a pub in Ireland since 2004. My wife is looking after the pub. 
 

14. Esther Chan - What do you know about the area (number of pubs nearby, crime, 
and cumulative impact zone)? 
Mr Finn: Katies Bar and Greenes Pub are nearby. There is plenty of crime everywhere 
but not a big issue. I don’t not what a Cumulative Impact Zone is. 
 

15. Esther Chan - Do you have another job? 
Mr Finn: Yes, I run a pub and own a construction company with another partner. 
 

16. Esther Chan - How often do you intend to be at the premises? 
Mr Finn: Regular basis, Fridays to Sundays 
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17. Esther Chan - Who is the nominated DPS? 
Mr Finn: Michael Geraghty. 
 

18. Esther Chan - What is his background in licensing? 
Mr Finn: He is currently working in a butcher’s shop located in Willesden. He will be a 
long term staff and will be at the premises three to four times a week in the evenings.  
 

19. Esther Chan - How long has Michael Geraghty had his personal licence? 
Mr Finn: I don’t know how long he is has had his personal licence.  
 

20. Esther Chan - How did you know Michael Geraghty? 
Mr Finn: I know him through work and socially. 

 
21. Esther Chan - Does Michael Geraghty live with you? 

Mr Finn: I have given him the permission to use my address. 
 

22. Esther Chan - Do you know where Michael Geraghty live and can you provide his 
contact number? 
Mr Finn: I don’t know where he lives and I don’t have his number on me.  

 
23. Esther Chan - How many staff will you employ? 

Mr Finn: I have somebody in mind. I don’t know her name. She’s an English girl, runs a 
pub down the road. She has a personal licence. 
There will be one staff managing the premises for five days. I need a feel of the business 
to decide if I need more staff. 

 
24. Esther Chan - Who will be responsible for the training of staff? 

Mr Finn: It will be me and the girl.  
 

25. Esther Chan - Will you provide entertainment? 
Mr Finn: Live music including Irish, Country and Rock music on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 10pm. I do intend to have poker or quiz nights. No gaming machines will be on site. 

 
26. Esther Chan - Will you be providing food? 

Mr Finn: Not straight away. I need to run the pub first and see how it goes. 
 

27. Esther Chan - Will you renovate the premises? 
Mr Finn: Yes, renovation in progress. It should completed by this weekend. 
 

28. Esther Chan - How many cameras do you and can you operate the CCTV? 
Mr Finn: Yes I can operate the CCTV. 30 days rollover. I think there is 12 cameras.  
Checks system behind the bar and confirms the driver is missing. 
I will upgrade the CCTV.  

 
29. Esther Chan - Will you employ SIA staff everyday? 

Mr Finn: Only on Friday and Saturday from 9:30pm. I haven’t look into the company. 
 

30. Esther Chan - Will keep the same trading name? 
Mr Finn: Yes. 
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31. Esther Chan - What sort of clientele are you looking for? 

Mr Finn: Local English and Irish Community. 
 

32. Esther Chan - Where would your customers smoke? 
Mr Finn: At the back.  

 
33. Esther Chan - Do you know who lives around the premises? 

Mr Finn: I have no clue who is living above the premises.  
 

34. Esther Chan - Do you have a written procedure and policy on drugs, crime and 
disorder? 
Mr Finn: I will call the Police. 

 
35. Esther Chan - Can you explain your age verification policy? 

Mr Finn: We not serve to anyone under 18. We will adopt Challenge 21. 
 
I have serious concerns with the applicant’s business plan for this premises and his understanding 
of the previous history, which may have a detrimental effect on promoting the licensing objectives.  
 
It is questionable whether Mr Finn will have much involvement in the business and his answers 
to my questions contridict to the information on application form. 
 
Following our meeting, Mr Finn sent an email confirming that Aleta Dollin will have involvement 
in the running of the business.  
 
Our records indicate that both the Aleta Dollin and Michael Geraghty were involved with the 
business under the previous premise licences, when issues had occurred. 
 
The Licensing Authority do not have confidence that Mr Finn and the DPS will be in a position to 
manage the premise in a responsible manner.   
 
Furthermore, the plan submitted with the application is not up to date. Various doors were missing 
from the plan and the struture of both the female and male toilets have altered.  
 

I feel the applicant would not be in a position to promote the licensing objectives and therefore, 

request the application to be refused.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

 Esther Chan 
 Licensing Inspector 
 Regulatory Services 
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From: Callum Haddow  
Sent: 31 May 2022 16:05 
To: Business Licence <business.licence@brent.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: New Application - The Field Bar, Neasden, NW10 1QG - 24726 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Thank you for your email.  
I understand that Mr Finn met with members of the Licensing Team at the premises yesterday so it is 
strange that the Licensing Officer has not been able to contact him. 
Mr Finn can be contacted on  
 
Regards 
 
 

Callum Haddow 

Solicitor & Director 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
From: Business Licence [mailto:business.licence@brent.gov.uk]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 15:09 
To: Callum Haddow  
Subject: FW: New Application - The Field Bar, Neasden, NW10 1QG - 24726 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Please see email below. 
 
Regards, 
 
Licensing Team 
Regulatory Services 
Brent Council 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
From: Paul.Scott9@met.police.uk <Paul.Scott9@met.police.uk>  
Sent: 31 May 2022 15:02 
To: Business Licence <business.licence@brent.gov.uk>; Legister, Linda <Linda.Legister@brent.gov.uk> 
Cc:  
Subject: New Application - The Field Bar, Neasden, NW10 1QG - 24726 
 
Dear all, 
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The consultation period for the new premises licence for ‘The Field’, 249 Neasden Lane, NW10 1QG is on 
Friday 3rd June 2022. 
I have attempted to contact the applicant, Mr Joseph Finn without success. 
As I have been unable to communicate successfully to ascertain Mr Finns plans for the venue, I am not in a 
position to proceed with this application. 
I therefore respectively ask that a holding representation be submitted by the police until such time as I 
have been able to speak with Mr Finn in order to clarify his application. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Paul Scott – Brent Licensing officer. 
 

 

Paul Scott 

Police Constable 3302NW – Brent Licensing 

Officer 

Mobile: 07500 993 897 

Harrow Police Station, 74, Northolt Road, 

Harrow, HA2 0DN 

Web: www.met.police.uk Email: 

Paul.Scott9@met.police.uk 
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Brent Police Licensing Unit 
Brent Civic Centre 
Engineers Way 
Wembley  
Middlesex 
HA9 0FJ  

Your ref: 24726 

Our ref: 01QK/256/22/3302 

 

Brent Borough Licensing  
NW CU 
South Harrow Police Station 
74, Northolt Road 
South Harrow 
HA2 0DN 
Tel: 020 8733 5008 
Email: paul.scott9@met.police.uk 
Web: www.met.police.uk 
Date: 10th June 2022 

 

  
Police representations to the application for a new premises licence application for the ‘The 
Filed Bar’, 249, Neasden Lane, Neasden, Brent, NW10 1QG. 
 
I certify that I have considered the application shown above and I wish to make 

representations that the likely effect of the grant of the application is detrimental to the 

Council’s Licensing Objectives for the reasons indicated below. 

Police Officer: Paul Scott 
Licensing Constable PC 3302NW 

An officer of the Metropolitan Police, in whose area the premises are situated, who is 

authorised for the purposes of exercising its statutory function as a ‘Responsible Authority’ 

under the Licensing Act 2003. 

The application has been made for a premises licence under section 17 of the act.  

The Police representations are primarily concerned with all four of the licensing objectives. 

 
On 9th May 2022, police received an application for a new premises licence at The Field Bar, 
249, Neasden Lane, Neasden, London, Brent, NW10 1QG.  The shopping area of Neasden 
consists of a small number of other public houses, several off-licences, fast food 
establishments and a number of bookmakers/adult gaming centres. . Many of these 
premises are open until late at night. The area has high levels of crime, many of which are 
related to both alcohol and drugs. This in turns leads to many calls of anti-social behaviour. 
Neasden circle also has a number of residential flats above the properties in this area. The 
application can be summarised as follows; 
 
The Field Bar is a public house and was previously called ‘Sal’s Bar’. The premises licence for 
this venue has been revoked on three previous occasions – in 2017, 2018 and 2021. There 
were issues surrounding the premises when they were trading during the pandemic and 
several visits were conducted by the local authority and police.  
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It is recognised that this was not the fault of the current applicant, but does demonstrate 
that the premises has previously not traded appropriately within the law. Police have 
concerns that this will continue to be the case as shall be summarised further below.  
 
The application is predominantly to serve alcohol and requests a late licence until 2.30am on 
Friday and Saturday. Until 12.30am from Sunday through to Wednesday and 1.30am on 
Thursday.  
 
Police did make attempts to contact the applicant, Mr Finn without success and the end of 
the consultation period was missed. However, this was not the fault of the applicant as 
police had been trying to contact Mr Finn on the wrong telephone number. Contact with Mr 
Finn was eventually made by police and below is a summary of that conversation.  
 
1. PC Scott - Did you complete the application?  
Mr Finn: Yes I am happy with it so far. I would like a late licence to compete with another bar 
in Neasden, Katie’s bar. If I cannot get a late licence, I will lose money.  
 
2. PC Scott – Are you aware of the issues with the pub previously?  
Mr Finn: I wasn’t aware of the issues, but after speaking with representatives from Brent 
Council, I am aware that there had been issues with the venue.  
 
3. PC Scott - What were the issues?  
Mr Finn: I think that they were opening beyond their hours and people were in there 
drinking during the lockdown. I used to live in Neasden and used to drink in there 
occasionally. 
 
4. PC Scott – Have you got any previous experience of running a pub or other licensed 
premises? 
Mr Finn: I have a pub in Ireland that my wife currently runs. So I do have experience of 
running a pub.   
 
5. PC Scott - Are you aware of the levels of crime in and around Neasden and the level of 
street drinking? 
Mr Finn: When I used to live in Neasden it was not a bad place. I am not sure what it is like 
now. 
 
6. PC Scott - Do you own and/or run another business? 
Mr Finn: I have a pub in Ireland and a roofing company. 
  
7. PC Scott – When will you be working at the premises? 
Mr Finn: On the busiest days, so Saturday and Sunday. 

8. PC Scott - Who will be the DPS?  
Mr Finn: A lady called Leigh. I am not sure of her name, but I can find out. She used to run 
another pub and knows what she is doing.  
 
9. PC Scott - How many staff will you employ?  
Mr Finn: Maybe three on busy nights. When there are more staff, they can get in each 
other’s way. On slower nights, probably just one. 
 
10. PC Scott - Who will be responsible for the training of staff?  
Mr Finn: The lady I know called Leigh. 
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.  
11. PC Scott - Will you be looking to serve food?  
Mr Finn: Yes, probably a hot drink and maybe soup, something like that. I shall see how it 

goes, but not a lot to start with.  

12. PC Scott - How many cameras do you and can you operate the CCTV?  
Mr Finn: There are 12 cameras. I will be setting up the cameras so that I can watch what is 
going on by using my ‘phone if I am not there. If there are any issues, I can telephone the 
pub and ask them what is happening and to try and sort it out. 
 
13. PC Scott – Are you going to have SIA?  
Mr Finn: Only on Friday and Saturday from 9:30pm. I can always act as the SIA as I am 
qualified in Ireland, but not over here. SIA are quite expensive if you want good staff, so 
probably just one on a Friday and Saturday. 
 
14. PC Scott – What type of customers are you looking to attract?  
Mr Finn: Just local regulars and those from the Irish community. 
  
15. PC Scott - Where would be your smoking area?  
Mr Finn: At the rear. I don’t want to have people smoking at the front. I would put signs up. 
There are however people living at the back and I will need to sort something out there. I 
don’t want my customers getting into any bother with them. I will maybe have to speak with 
the council. 
 
16. PC Scott – Where at the back? 
Mr Finn: Homeless people I think, in sheds 
 
 
Police wish to make representations to this application on all four of the licensing 
objectives with the following grounds: 
 
As stated earlier, the below highlighted crimes are not attributable to the applicant Mr. Finn. 
Indeed during my telephone call with him, he did sound enthusiastic and was keen to get 
started with this new venture. However, I do have concerns regarding his understanding and 
knowledge of how the venue has been run before and the previous crime and disorder that 
have taken place there. This, I reasonably believe will have an impact on the way that the 
business will run in the future.  
 
I am unsure as to how much time Mr Finn will actually spend at the venue. He did mention 
that he would be there on the busy times on a Friday and Saturday, but the venue wishes to 
open until 12.30am during the week and 1.30am on Thursdays.  There was also mention of 
another public house within the Neasden area, close to The Field who already have a late 
licence and he would require a late licence in order to compete with them.  
 
As can be seen below, there have been a number of crimes reported to police over the last 
few months and it is strongly felt that should this venue be given a licence that these type of 
crimes will continue as before. I have yet to be convinced that anything will change.  
 
The Field is a small local pub that will attract the same type of clientele who will expect that 
the venue will be run as before. I am unsure as to what changes Mr Finn could bring to this 
premises that would uphold the licensing objectives.  
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As a snapshot, from the 19th June 2021, I can confirm that each of these incidents listed have 
been recorded as use of the 999 network. I have redacted characters from those crime 
numbers. This is not an exhaustive list but relevant to demonstrate that this premises has 
reported incidents of crime and disorder associated with alcohol. It can be further shown 
that crimes within this venue happen throughout the day and not just in the late evening; 
 
19/06/2021 22.00hrs – Public Order 19**199/21 
31/07/2022 22.00hrs – Assault (Common Assault) 19**259/21 
17/10/2021 21.00hrs – Assault (ABH) 19***95/21 
08/01/2022 14.40hrs – Burglary 19***46/22 
12/02/2022 00.30hrs – Public Order 19***44/22 
10/05/2022 13.00hrs – Theft 19***19/22 
 
 
From the 24th September 2021, I can further confirm that each of these incidents listed have 
been recorded as use of the 999 network. Again, this is not an exhaustive list but relevant to 
demonstrate that this premises is linked to crime and disorder, namely alcohol and drugs 
throughout their operating times;  
 
14/09/2021 00.30hrs – Drunk male refusing to leave, police called. 
25/09/2021 17.57hrs – Drug taking inside the venue. 
26/09/2021 20.34hrs – Drug dealing inside the venue. 
02/10/2021 21.19hrs – Drug taking inside the venue. 
17/10/2021 18.30hrs – Drunk couple in charge of a baby, dancing and shouting inside the 
venue. 
17/10/2021 22.36hrs – Threats made with a bottle. 
05/02/2022 20.58hrs – Assault. 
12/02/2022 00.53hrs – Drunk female making threats to kill. 
 
 
In the interests of upholding all four of the licensing objectives; 

1) The Prevention of Crime & Disorder. 

2) Public Safety. 

3) The Prevention of Public Nuisance. 

4) The Protection of Children from harm. 

 

Police respectively ask that this application be refused. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Paul Scott PC 3302NW 
Brent Licensing Constable 
Nwmailbox.licensingbrent@met.police.uk 
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